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Gamma Pi Chapter of Sigma Chi at the University of Rochester

Our Chapter continues to thrive. A robust pledge 
class is working its way toward brotherhood and 
our undergraduate brothers have been successful-

ly assuming their new leadership and other service roles. 
The Chapter’s newly minted graduates from the classes of 
2016 and 2017 have moved on to advanced academic stud-
ies or their career paths. And last, but certainly not least, the 
Chapter’s alumni are exhibiting the noble standards of our 
fraternity across all walks of life.

The House Corporation and our not-for-profit arm, Melio-
ra Sigma Chi, are fortunate to have several alumni who tire-
lessly devote their attentions to myriad issues and problems 
that arise in helping the Chapter. Our most recent example 
came in the form of assistance regarding how to remedy the 
deteriorating state of the Chapter’s ritual equipment and ap-
parel after decades of use. 

Instead of burdening the current undergraduates with 
replacement costs just because they were in school at the 
time when replacement was needed, the House Corpora-
tion worked with the undergraduates to provide financing 
over a period of years for the substantial financial obligation 
of purchasing new items. Further, board members Fred 
Klauser ’75 and Heath Rosenblat ’95 stepped forward with 
significant financial contributions that defrayed a consider-
able portion of the Chapter’s burden.

The members of the House Corporation and MSC are now 
largely based outside the Rochester area and communicate 
by email and meet regularly via Google Hangouts. If you 
are interested in joining one of our monthly meetings or 
even becoming more actively involved in guiding Gamma 
Pi, please let us know. In addition, whatever financial dona-
tions you can make to support the Chapter would be deeply 
appreciated. Any questions can be directed to me.

In Hoc,
Bob Purcell ’74
House Corporation President
rpurcell@repurcelllaw.com.

HOUSE CORPORATION SUPPORTS 
UNDERGRADUATE’S NEEDS

Alumni Involvement Encouraged to Sustain Gamma Pi

 Ibrahim Mohammad ’17, Omar Soufan ’17, Yuki Gonzales 
’17, Edgar Alaniz ’17, and their coach are in the running for the 

Hult Prize, the largest social entrepreneurship competition in 
the world, with a reward of $1 million seed money. After being 
eliminated in the regional finals, the four men were selected as 

one of three wildcard entrants by Hult officials.

Your Generosity Is Greatly Appreciated, 
Thank You

Thank you to the following Gamma Pi brothers and supporters for contributing 
to the chapter in 2017. They have shown their appreciation by supporting the 
future of Sigma Chi at the University of Rochester. The success of Gamma Pi is 

directly attributed to the generous support it is receiving. Those who donated in 2017 are 
listed below. If an error has been made in recording your name, we sincerely apologize. 
If corrections to your giving record are needed, please contact the campaign coordinator 
at (785) 843-1661. Thank you, again, for your loyal support.

John H. Manhold ’41
William B. Sabey ’49
John P. Vay ’52
W. John Doolittle III ’56
Ronald E. Haley ’64
Dennis M. Karr ’67 
Edward F. D. Spencer ’67
Robert E. Purcell ’74
Frederick J. Klauser ’75
Todd A. Whitestone ’76
Christian L. Kyrios ’79 

Rocco J. Mangano ’78
Clyde Arillotta ’81
David A. Fisher ’84
Conrad Wells ’89
Michael C. Henry ’90
Heath D. Rosenblat ’95
Ryan M. St. John ’02
Jason A. Greenman ’08 
Edgar Alaniz
Juhi Desai
Morgan McDonald

Patrick O’Sullivan
Omar Soufan
Scott Trufan
Fidelity Charitable Gift 
  Fund
United Way of Greater 
  Rochester

If you have not yet had time to send your 2017 Annual Dues payment, 
please support the chapter by sending in your gift today!
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As a reserved freshman, Ryan Severson ’07 had 
no intentions of joining the Greek system. After 
stopping by a recruitment event in the spring, 

one thing led to another and Gamma Pi extended him a 
bid. “It was great to join a really strong organization on 
campus and I later found out about Sigma Chi more broad-
ly,” he said. “Joining Sigma Chi helped give me a sense of 
community and confidence I didn’t have before.”

During his time as an undergraduate, Ryan held numerous 
offices, including Tribune and Pro Consul. This led up to 
his election by the chapter to serve as Gamma Pi Counsul 
for 2006-2007, and Ryan believes that the duties he under-
took for that role, specifically overseeing and performing 
initiation, and his time as an officer helped develop leader-
ship skills that translate into other areas of his life today. “It teaches you to 
listen to others and build consensus in solving problems,” he said. “It hones 
your communication skills, too, to get support from the brotherhood to 
implement ideas and events.” 

Throughout college and law school, Ryan had a handful of political intern-
ships and in 2009 he began his career with K&L Gates as a summer asso-
ciate. In 2011, after graduating law school, Ryan joined the firm’s public 
policy group full time in Washington, D.C. In this role, he worked on be-
half of health care providers and other clients on issues before Congress 

and different federal agencies. Since moving to Chicago 
in 2015, Ryan’s practice has shifted to advising hospitals, 
pharmacies, health care technology companies, and others 
on various federal and state regulations. “It’s been great to 
have a better view of how different laws and regulations 
impact clients on a day-to-day basis. The field is complex 
and evolving quickly, so the work is interesting.”

During his time with K&L, Ryan also had the opportuni-
ty to work on the Water for the World Act, which passed 
Congress and was signed into law in 2014. The act im-
proves federal foreign assistance programs that increase 
access to safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene in 
the developing world. For Ryan, “It was very satisfying to 
work on a bill that will improve a lot of people’s lives.”

Today, Ryan works at K&L’s Chicago office and enjoys spending time with 
his family and reading books on American history in his free time. He and 
his wife, Kendall, have a 3-year-old daughter, Caroline, and live in Lake 
Bluff, Ill. To current undergraduates, Ryan offers a parting piece of advice, 
“College goes by fast, and the fraternity experience—like the college expe-
rience—is all about what you make of it. Sigma Chi has great resources to 
help brothers improve themselves and the world around them. Have fun, 
get involved, and keep looking ahead.” E-mail: ryan.severson@gmail.com

Looking Ahead
Ryan Severson ’07 Builds Career in Public Policy

SIGS IN THE NEWS: Conrad Wells ’89 works on the James Webb Space Telescope as the deputy optical test director. To read more, visit http://bit.ly/2yfwcVs.

Help Us Find These 
Lost 2007-2010 

Era Brothers 

Looking at our composite brings back 
so many memories of our time at 555 

Fraternity Road. But it also reminds us that 
some of our brothers may not be receiving 
our newsletter because we lack a current 
mailing address for them. If you have con-
tact information for any of the lost brothers 
listed below, please send the information to 
hcarney@penningtonco.com.

Damian A. Aufiero ’07
Ander J. Kazmerski ’07

Akin G. Rawlins ’07
Peter A. Swanson ’09
David C. Farkas ’10

Adam Harris ’10
Vaibhav Kakkad ’10

Alexander Squier ’10
Peter Zhang ’10

Calling All Alumni!
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The Gamma Pi Chapter has experienced 
a productive start to the 2017-18 school 
year. I am happy to say that our most re-

cent event, Derby Days, was a great success. Over 
the course of a week, with the help of our broth-
ers and the sororities on campus, we were able to 
raise about $1,000 for our Dominican Republic 
trip in the winter. In December, brothers will be 
visiting the Dominican Republic to build latrines 
and community buildings, made possible by the 
Derby Days philanthropic fundraising. 

Implementing New Sigma Chi 
Ritual Program

Gamma Pi was chosen as a pilot chapter for Sig-
ma Chi’s new Ritual for Life, or R4L, program. It 
has been introduced to replace the old post-ini-
tiation training program and aims to provide fu-
ture newly initiated brothers with a deeper, more 
meaningful understanding of and appreciation 
for the Sigma Chi ritual. It will be implemented 
by our Pro Consul, Andreas Georgiadis ’18, and 
our new R4L Chairman, Rick Ahn ’20, and we 
expect great success.

Entrepreneur Brothers Keep 
Eyes Set on the Hult Prize

At the end of last school year and during the 
summer, Omar Soufan ’17, Ibrahim Moham-
mad ’17, Yuki Gonzalez ’17, and Edgar Alaniz 
’17 made impressive progress on their startup 
company, Meliora Homes. The start-up focused 
on providing affordable homes made out of re-
cycled plastic for refugees all around the world. 
The motivated group made it to the semifinals of 
the Hult Prize, one of the largest entrepreneurial 
grant awards in the world. 

Golf Season Begins Strong
Our brothers on the golf team have had a strong 
start to their school year with a successful fall 
season. They have been traveling to tournaments 
throughout the northeast every weekend and 

Chapter Eternal

Donald D. McCowan Jr. ’39 was born October 4, 1917, in Rochester 
and entered Chapter Eternal on January 23. At the University of 
Rochester, he played soccer and ran cross country. After working 

for two years at Empire Gas and Fuel in Wellsville, N.Y., he returned to his 
beloved Rochester to work for Graflex, Inc., which became a subsidiary of 
General Precision and subsequently a division of Singer Company. After 
starting as an accountant at Graflex, Don rose through the department to 
become vice president of finance and subsequently acting general manager 
and director of finance. In 1970, he became vice president of finance for 
Caldwell and Cook Builders before becoming their chief executive officer 
in 1977. 

An active citizen, Don was a member of the Rochester Chamber of Com-
merce and the Alumni Public Relations Committee of the University of 
Rochester. He also served his community as a member and officer of the 
Financial Executives Institute, a member and officer of SCORE, acting as 
chairman in 1992-93, and as past president of the Brighton Parent-Faculty 
Group. He was a founding and lifelong member of Twelve Corners Pres-
byterian Church, serving in various capacities over the years as an elder, 
deacon, treasurer of the Building Fund, treasurer, and chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee. He will always be remembered as an avid outdoorsman 
who enjoyed tennis, golf, hiking, canoeing, and skiing, along with traveling 
worldwide with his wife, Marion.

Counsul’s Report: Gamma Pi on Track for Continued Success

Spring 2017 initiates: Scott Daniels ’20, Max Barton ’20, Jack Mulligan ’20, Zach Wenzel ’20, 
Bryce Sommer ’20, Zach Davis ’20, Austin Wang ’19, Jose Quintero ’20, John Carr ’20, Kai Kindred ’20, 

Deric Toro ’20, Hunter Jurman ’20, Dylan Collin ’20, Jake Forman ’20, Anant Singh ’20, 
Matt Pataki ’20, Jordan Samkoff ’20, Rick Ahn ’20, and Julius Dupont ’20.

SIGS IN THE NEWS: Conrad Wells ’89 works on the James Webb Space Telescope as the deputy optical test director. To read more, visit http://bit.ly/2yfwcVs.

performing very well. Their fall season concludes 
the weekend of fall break with a trip to Atlanta 
for a competitive national tournament.

Thank You, Loyal Alumni
As always, we looked forward to Meliora Week-
end and meeting alumni who visited campus. It 
is because of ongoing alumni support and guid-
ance that this fraternity continues to improve ev-
ery year. I would like to thank all of you on behalf 
of the current Gamma Pi Chapter and extend an 
invitation to visit at any time.

In Hoc, 
Connor Kasper ’18
Consul
connor.kasper14@gmail.com

Chapter Officers
Consul

Connor Kasper ’18

Pro Consul
Andreas Georgiadis 

’18

Annotator
Hunter Dell ’18

Magister
Hunter Dell ’18

Quaestor
Griffin Stone ’19

Chapter Editor
Michael Henry ’19

Tribune
Deric Toro ’20 



Sigma Chi - Gamma Pi Chapter
University of Rochester
P.O. Box 442100
Lawrence, KS 66044-2100

Address Service Requested

Attention: This newsletter is intended for Sigma Chi alumni and parents. If your son is 
still attending Rochester University, he will receive a copy at the chapter house. If he is no longer in school, 

please send us his permanent address to update our records. Thank you.

Chapter Website
ursigmachi.org

Facebook
Sigma Chi at the 

University of Rochester

Twitter 
@UR_Sigma_Chi
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Where Are 
They Now?

The Gamma Pi Chapter of Sigma Chi 
has alumni living all over the country. 

Brothers living 
outside the U.S.
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